2021DDA
INFORMATIONAL
REPORT


2021 has proven to be a year of great progress for the DDA.


Numerous items in the new DDA plan have already been
implemented; and



New programs and projects progressed.

Informational Meetings Sec. 910 (4)
The State requires Downtown Development Authorities
to hold two informational meetings annually.
Informational meetings are meetings held for the
purpose of informing the public of the goals and
direction of the authority, including projects to be
undertaken in the coming year.
They are not for the purpose of voting on policy,
budgets or other operational matters. The informational
meetings may be held in conjunction with other public
meetings of the authority or municipality.
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BIG NEWS!
In 2021 the DDA hired Lisa Kubany to serve as the Marketing and
Events Director. Having Lisa on board has allowed for the DDA to
participate in and create many new and exciting events throughout 2021.

BUSINESS VISITS
Using Facebook Live, Lisa paid monthly visits to
different businesses within the DDA District and
followed up with a feature story. A bonus was that
she provided gift certificates to the business to
give to anyone who mentioned that they saw the
feature story.

COLLABORATION WITH THE K OF C
This year the DDA was presented with an excellent opportunity to form
a wonderful relationship with the Wayne Knights of Columbus. The land
adjacent to the Hall was eventually became an outdoor event space.
The Knights are currently responsible for programming the space and
the DDA provides sponsorships for many of the events held at the site.
The Knights have also stepped up and put a group of Volunteers
together to Maintain the area surrounding the Peace Memorial in
Veterans Plaza.

COLLABORATION WITH
THE WAYNE CHAMBER
The DDA was also proud to sponsor two Career Fairs held
in the downtown that were coordinated and presented
by the Wayne Chamber of Commerce. These two
events provided opportunities to the public to gain
employment at one of many businesses in Wayne.

EVENTS
The US-12 Cruise took on a whole new look this year. Pit Stops were
added throughout the Downtown that included food trucks, activities
and entertainment. The DDA was ecstatic to support this annual event
that drew a record size crowd into the Downtown. The DDA was proud to
serve as a partner with the businesses and help with the organization of
all the extra activities.

COLLABORATION WITH
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
On December 4, 2021 over 600 people gathered Downtown to participate
in the annual Holiday Night at the Museum. The DDA was proud to be the
Major Sponsor of this annual event.

CONCERTS IN
GOUDY PARK
The Concerts in the Goudy Park proved to be successful once again this
year. The DDA sponsored a table at each concert and gave away a
$50.00 dollar gift card and movie passes to two lucky winners each week.
The DDA was proud to be the Major Sponsor of this annual event.

RIBBON CUTTING
Members of the DDA and City Administration were
excited to celebrate the opening of Klassy Kellection
located at 34840 Michigan Ave. on June 15, 2021.
Welcome to Wayne!

WELCOMING 23 NEW BUSINESSES IN 2021!
24/7 Cleaning Service

On the Spot CPR Training

Abe Chahrour Investments

Owens Automotive

Bewinked Salon

Party with a Tee

Brookies Café

Pizza Hut (New location)

Club Flexx, LLC

Premium Holistic

Comforting Care

Quality 1 Auto Sales

Fresh Choice (New Owner)

Tri County Security Cameras

Hair Café

Vonnies World Respite Care

Klassy Kellection

Washington Square Retail

Lucky’s Gourmet Subs

Wayne Beer and Wine

Muffler Dave's (Extension)

Weddings by Lama

O Holistic, LLC

“EMPOWER WAYNE”
NETWORKING EVENT
Numerous individuals from the business community gathered for this first
time Networking event sponsored and produced by the DDA. The
event provided local business owners with a great opportunity to get to
know one another and share ideas and business success stories.

MAKERS MARKET
On November 11, 2021 the Downtown Wayne “Makers
Market” opened its doors for business. This unique business
incubation space was created with the intent of assisting
entrepreneurs in both the creation and growth of their
customer base. The overall goal is that they eventually
open their own storefront in the City of Wayne someday.
The market has been a sheer success.

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
-PASSPORT PROGRAM
New this year, the DDA hosted a “Small Business
Saturday” event at the Makers Market. The first 100 guest
through the doors received a shopping bag full of
coupons and goodies. As an extra bonus, some of the
bags had a $50.00 dollar gift card added. On the same
day, the DDA also launched the “Passport Program”
intended to encourage individuals to visit local
businesses, get their passport stamped and have an
opportunity to win some exciting prizes.

GOLD BOX GIVE AWAY
Gold Boxes are popping up Downtown Wayne once again this year.
Individuals who enter the drawing will have a chance to win $50.00 dollars
in gift cards for several different local Wayne businesses.

HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN
The DDA made another significant investment this year to promote the
Downtown through a multi-media campaign. The six week campaign
includes commercials featured on both Wow and Xfinity, web ads, print
ads and a billboard encouraging individuals to “Experience Downtown
Wayne”.

IMPROVEMENTS TO
GOUDY PARK
One of the projects listed in the new DDA Plan is to
restore/renovate Goudy Park. This summer we were
able to start that project by removing and replacing
all of the Cement in front of the Pump House.

FUTURE GOALS
•

Public Parking Lot Improvements

•

Derby’s Alley Cement Replacement

•

New Entrance Signage

•

Public Art

•

Branding Campaign

•

Landscape Maintenance

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY LEADERSHIP
Chairman:

David Steinhauer, Professional Insurance

Vice-Chair:

Jim Demmer, Jack Demmer Ford

Secretary/Treasurer:

Scott Gocaj, US-12 Bar and Grill

Board Members:

Vince Law

Law Auto Sales

John Rhaesa

Mayor

Pier-La’Shaye Walker

Resident

Administration:
Lori B. Gouin

DDA Director

Lisa Kubany

Director of Marketing & Events

